T Dr. Mancy KIm — Working Group Chalr
Cralg Jaceson — NYS Depanman: of Heakn

FROM: Patrick J. Becher — MVWA
DATE: Aprll 28, 2003
RE: Wirking Group Final Repart

The Mohaws Valey Water Aulhority respectiully requests that the folowing information be
Inciused In e repart and lentified 36 3 separate secion.

MWW Disganting Opinkons

1. 2007 Canal WEndrawals from HInckley Resemnolr

It |5 the cpinion of the KAAA that the report as written #alls short of fulliing the Gavernars
charge "to befier understand the factors that contributed to low ressrvalr condtions In the 3l of
20077 We believe the abnormally high drawdown of Hinckley Resenialr for Canal use during
the summer of 2007 has nol besn adzquately explaned. The communiizs of the Mohawk
Vallzy region nesd 3 cearer understanding of the specic reasans why so much watsr was
nessed and whether or not we shauld expect that In the Tulure. Responsiole planning and water
managemsani declsians cannol be mags confidently winout this information,

The shesr magnibuss of the departurs from past practices raquirss 3 detalied analysls In oroer
to fully ungerstand the Implications for all users moving foreard. There were mutiple perods
during the summer months In which refeases exczeded the Operating Diagram by a5 much as
fity peroent According o dally release recorss, the total over-eleasss draw e resenolr down
by an exira 2 55 pliion galons, or roughily Gevan Test In elevation

Repeatad reguests beginning at e end of August lo raduce the relsases below the Cperating
Diagram were llkewise denled. These raquests and Canals' denlals of aloaing reduced
relaasss were 3 direct coninbuiing factor o the walsr emergency, wet 1his Intormiation s buried
on page 49 and In Appendlx  (correspondence) of the Working Group rapan.

it was suggested that the Canal Corparation had been having difficuiy malnialning the proper
nawigation depth Sue to dry weather condilons. However, It was widely notzd that the water
level was exceedingly high. There |s documanialion that the canal was overllowling spllvays
23zt of the Rome summil pool. This has not besn guestionad or explained, and the amaount of
water lost 12 spliage has not besn guantfed.

Tne Kine Mz fzeder channzsl was also obeenved overfioaing &5 banks for ssveral Weeks. A5
nosed In the local newspaper, resitents 3l adjacent properties could not recall ever seeing the
teeder that full. The fow on the kine klie feeder was estimated 1o excesd 160 cfs for at least
gaveral waeks In late summigr. In cortrast, diverslons at Morgan Dam Irio the faeder hava
averaged only 30-40 ¢5 DUNng NaAVIgEon EEas0n most of the past oecade.

Tre orly explanation offersd thus far by ihe Canal Carporation 1s hat the water was needed for
‘navigation purposes.” Thera has been no defaled jusification based on the amoun? of boat




traffic or numiber of lockings. In fact, the Canal Conparation eiminated locking fees In 2036 In an
effort to encourage mare recreational boating.

The KMVIEA believes the existing practice of devialions during periogs of reguced Infiaws should
be tharoughiy reviewed and refined, and continued when Seemed appropriate and agresabls io
all pariies. W belizve that deviating from the Operating Dlagram when wamanted remalng the
single most effective way fo protect water avallablity for all purposes. Tharsfons, It warranis
Inziuslon as @ separate recommended praclice, rather than as a component of the
communications profocal. Withoud a mare tharowgh conskderation of this point, the report ofters
the communiizs of the Mohawk Valley reglon vary IEfl2 Insight or assurance regardng what
spedfic sleps can be quUictly underiaken should Shelr drinking water supply be fhreatened agaln
In the near fuiure,

Basad on 2007 data, amnerence to the Sperating Dlagram gurng the summer manths coupkd
with reductions In lat2 summer (¥ necessany), would have malntained the ressrvoir within
normal ranges. In late June and eary August, oeer-releases were congucted while e resemvolr
was naaring historlc lows for thoss tmes of the year. Consaguently, reductizns were reguestad
by NYPA an August 28 and were genied by the Canal Corporation. The genial for reductions In
auTlows was the major contriouting factor as the resenvolr level declined nearly ten fzet during
the month of September. Based on Informalion abialned as a result of IHigaticn, this was the frst
tme & reguest o reduce the oulows during gry weather was ever denied.

The WA, the Orelda County Exscutive, and the Qnelda Courty Heakh Depanment have
attamiptad to highlight the procedunss used over many years that raguce the recommanded
releass rate durlng dry periods. For example. In 1992, the rainfal o3l from June through
Driober was slmiar to 2007, However, the reserdolr cutfiows were reduced from 200 cfs to 300
o5 In l3le June of 1939, and remalreg 3t that level most of the summer. The cutfiow was further
reduced In September. The resulting lowsst racorded waler lzvel during that se3son was
algvatlon 1205 - seventean feet higher than what was experienced In 2007,

Minar and femporary reductions In releass rates are the maost sffectve approach bo malnsaining
a reservalr level adequate for water supply, power production, and ample uninternupted NIows for
downsiream habitat. i requires no expendbures o Implemant. Accordngly, the MUWA 15 grealy
concerned aver e views expressad by 50me agencies within the Warkihg Group that this
resOuUrss management practics does not warrant careful sbudy or conglderation.

3. Amgrional Water Siorage within the Hinckley Walersned

The WA beliaves that the two recommendations 1o siudy adoibonal watsr slorags ars
beyond the scope of the Working Group and should e remaoved from the report. & CONSSN5US
nad sezmingly emerged supporing & DEC suggestion 1o elimirale both recommendations
basad on ihelr costs and compiaxfiles. However, e second proposal was relrstated at the
Insksience of the Canal Comporaticn only.

Soth proposals ware desmed Lo have significant envirenmental Impacts, complicabed permiting
processes, and would ragquire sxtenslve studles to determing thelr feaslbily and operatiznal



Impilcations. 11 should b= furiher noled that upstream storage has never baen ussd, and that
agaguats resenvolr Ievels have been malniained surng dry years (1985 ang 1939 most
recently) witiout additional water s1orage by simply managing e releases maore carefuly.

The firs! propesal was to siudy the Installalion of flash boards fo marginaly increase e haight
of Hinziley Dam. It was eslimated by a membsr of the Health Department that a one-foot
Incraass In height would store an addtional 0.9 bilien gallons. This propesal could craat
tederal llcensing Is5ueE assodated wih the Jarvis powsr production plant.

The second recommendation was o study the faasibilly of craating a ssparate water shorags
facliny elsawhers In the watershed upsiream from Hinckley Resarvolr. This proposal would have
exorbiant capltal construction costs without necessarily providing any clearly quantifed or
consistant benefts. The 1321 Agreement that adopled e wse of the Operating Dlagram placed
savere restrictions on the abiity of Liica Gas & Eleclric to shore water upsiream of Hinciey
Resarvolr, and they could not slore water at @l durng the summer months. The reasons or
thess restrictions must be tharoughly undarsiood before any delerminalions can be mads 1
hold back water thal would naturally fliow to the reservalr,

The reasans ched o ellminass the Nash board proposal apply equally to both recommendations.
WMore Importantly, we view the second water slorage propaesal a8 even less worihy of
consideration because ciner canal slorage reserdairs already xist further norh ihat are used
an a minimal basls only. Moreaver, the Canal Corporation abandoned and dralned two of Its
nortnem resenalrs In 2005, By elminating the Twin Lakes and Chulr Pond Resereolrs, the
Zanal Corporation now hias Tewer altemative water sources and ks Tkely more depensient on
Hinciley Reservalr than was originally Intendad. Infrasinucture Improvements should be mage ta
petter ulllizs the remalning nortnem reserdalrs before any conslesration is given ta creating new
Impaundments.
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